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RESUMEN 

In this project I examine perceptions and dialogues between China and Europe by 
analysing strategic geopolitical sites which fostered commerce, consumption and 
socioeconomic networks between China and Europe through a particular case study: 
Macau, connecting with South China, and Marseille in Mediterranean Europe. How did 
foreign merchant networks and trans-national communities of Macau and Marseille 
operate during the eighteenth century and contribute to somehow transfer 
respectively European and Chinese socio-cultural habits and forms in local population? 
What was the degree and channels of consumption of European goods in China and 
Chinese goods in Europe? These are the main questions to answer during my research 
to explore the bilateral Sino-European trade relations and how the trans-national 
dimension of exotic commodities changed tastes by creating a new type of global 
consumerism. Such concrete comparison can help to narrow the gap that some 
researchers have created when widely analysing differences between Asia and Europe 
without a specific geographical and chronological delineation. The major novelty of 
this project is based on the use of Chinese and European sources to study changes in 
consumer behaviour. 
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