
Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions
Horizon Europe

Postdoctoral  Fellowships Call 2021 – MSCA PF 2021

22 de septiembre 2021
Cristina Gómez, Representante y NCP MSCA 



Content

• Postdoctoral Fellowships Call 2021 – MSCA PF 2021:
 Objectives
 Timelines
 Participation modes
 Eligible institutions and researchers
 What is a PF project?
 Budget
 Summary table

• Evaluation and general tips

• Useful resources



MSCA PF 2021: aim

• Support excellent researchers and foster excellence through the
implementation of research projects.

• Focus on I3 (international, inter- sectoral, interdisciplinary) mobility.
• Improve employability and career prospects within academia and

beyond.
• Enhance the creative and innovation potential of researchers

holding a PhD.
• Bridges and exposure to the non- academic sector.

An excellent research 
deployed to  the 

scientific proposal

An individual 
postdoctoral 

researcher and a host 
organisation

WHO? HOW?



MSCA PF 2021: timeline

Call ID Opens Closes Budget

TMA-MSCA-PF-2021 22/06/2021 12/10/2021 242M€ + 1M€ Euratom

Publication 
June 2021

Closing 
Oct. 2021

Evaluation  
10-12/21

Results 
Mar 2022

GA 
03-05/22



MSCA PF 2021: European Fellowships

• Open to all nationalities
• Mobility rule applies
• 12-24 (+6 months) duration
• For EU nationals or long-term 

residents who wish to reintegrate 
time outside of EU will not count 
towards scientific age

• Possibility to carry out 
secondments worldwide

• Possibility to have a placement at 
the end of the fellowship



MSCA PF 2021: Global Fellowships

• Open to EU/AC nationals or long-
term residents

• Mobility rule applies in Third 
Country

• 24 - 36 months duration
• Possibility to carry out 

secondments in the outgoing 
phase



MSCA PF 2021: who can apply

Research experience
Holding a PhD degree or having 

defended thesis

Research experience
Max. 8 years FTE research 
experience (exceptions)

Mobility
Not more than 12/36 months

(EF vs. GF)

Nationality
Open to all nationals EF, 

restrictions for GF

Researcher

Eligibility aspects 
measured at call deadline

NEW NEW



MSCA PF 2021: Research experience

Horizon Europe MSCA - How to apply (europa.eu)

https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions/horizon-europe-msca-how-apply_en#ecl-inpage-293


MSCA PF 2021: who can apply

Single legal entity 
established in a EU MSC or 
HE AC (+ EURATOM areas)

Sector
Academic /Non-Academic

Beneficiary
Recruits the fellow (EF + GF) 
Signs GA and receives funds

Associated Partner
Provides training opportunities
Located anywhere in the world

Institution/Host

Letters of commitment will 
apply for Placements (EF) and 
outgoing phases (GF)



MSCA PF 2021: how does it work?

• Individual project 
supported by Host 
Institution

• Ensure the 
supervisor and 
European Project 
Office (EPO) 
participation in the 
process



MSCA PF 2021: how does it work?



MSCA PF 2021: secondments and placements

NEW

NEW

• Not obligatory, must be well defined in the project
• Supervisors are needed in both cases 



MSCA PF 2021: Unit Costs 

Contributions for recruited researchers
Per person-month

Living 
allowance

EUR 5 080

Mobility 
allowance

EUR 600 

Family 
allowance

(if applicable)

EUR 660

Long-term 
leave 

allowance
(if applicable)

EUR 5 680
x

% covered 
by the 

beneficiary

Special 
needs 

allowance
(if applicable)

Requested 
unit

x
(1/number of 

months)

Institutional unit 
contributions
Per person-month

Research, 
training and 
networking 
contribution

EUR 1 000

Management 
and indirect 
contribution

EUR 650

 Budget pre- calculated by EC, base on unit costs
 100% financing

NEW



MSCA Researcher Unit Cost (person/month) Institutional Unit Cost (P/M)

Living 
Allowance* 

Mobility 
Allowance

Family 
Allowance

Research, training 
and networking

Management
and overheads

IF 5.080 600 660 1.000 650

IF ES 4.638,04 600 660 1.000 650

IF 24 months ES 111.312,96 14.400 15.840 24.000 15.600

TOTAL IF 2 years 181.152,96€

RESEARCHER UNIT COST
Living Allowance: 
• CCC: country correction factor applies (host country) 91,3
• Gross EU contribution living allowance (- cuota patronal, -

taxes, - S.S…)  before taxes!

INSTITUCIONAL UNIT COST
Research, training and networking costs:
• Purchase of material, organisation and travel to 

events, payment of conferences fees, etc.
Management and overheads:
• Indirect costs for institutions

MSCA PF 2021: Unit Costs 

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
MSCA financia el 100% en base a costes unitarios, esto implica que la entidad beneficiario recibe todos los fondos para:Por un lado, costear la contratación del candidato (partida researcher Unit Cost)Por otro lado, costear la RTN y gestión del proyecto (partida Institucional Unit Cost).Puesto que no es lo mismo el nivel de vida de ES o de NO, la CE establece un CCC que se aplica a la partida de living allowance. En ES todas las partidas están sujetas a impuestos. Os recomendamos siempre que cuando estéis en contacto con la OPE de las entidades, también preguntéis este tipo de consultas más prácticas. 



Unique mobility rule Eligibility of researcher
Bottom up 

+ 
Euratom

European and Global 
Fellowships

World wide 
secondments up to 
1/3 of the duration

Additional placement 
to the EU/AC non-

academic organisation 
for 6 months

Increased budget 
categories Evaluation criteria Resubmission 

restriction 

MSCA: Evolution, not revolution – PF 2021



MSCA PF 2021: Proposal Structure

Part A

Administrative 
aspects

Part B
Technical part

Doc B1
Doc B2

• Electronic Submission
• Download Part B template from the official site
• Get familiar with the submission procedure



MSCA PF 2021: Evaluation Procedure

• Proposals will be evaluated by one of the eight main evaluation panels:

• Each panel will establish two ranked lists, one for European and one for Global 
Postdoctoral Fellowships

• Seals of Excellence will be awarded to applications with a total score equal to 
or higher than 85%, but which cannot be funded due to lack of budget 
available to the call.

CHE
Chemistry

SOC
Social 

Sciences
and 

Humanities

ECO
Economic 
Sciences

ENG
Information 
Science and 
Engineering

ENV
Environmental 

and 
Geosciences

LIF
Life 

Sciences

MAT
Mathematics

PHY
Physics



MSCA PF 2021: Evaluation Procedure

• Only one proposal per individual researcher can be submitted. 

• In case of several proposals involving the same individual researcher, only 
the last submitted one will be considered eligible.

• If proposals with the same research objectives and work plan are submitted 
for different researchers, only the first submitted one will be considered 
eligible



MSCA PF 2021: Criteria and Equal Scores

1. The proposals will be prioritised according to the scores they have been
awarded for the criterion ‘Excellence’. When these scores are equal, priority
will be based on scores for the criterion ‘Impact’.

2. If necessary, the gender balance among postdoctoral fellows will be used as a
factor for prioritisation.

3. If a distinction still cannot be made, the panel may decide to further prioritise
by considering other factors such as gender and other diversity aspects in the
research activities, participation of the non-academic sector (including
involvement of SMEs), geographical diversity, favourable employment and
working conditions or relationship to the Horizon Europe objectives in
general.

Criteria Weight Priority
(ex.aequo)

Excellence 50% 1

Impact 30% 2

Implementation 20% 3

• PART A
• PART B 

 B1 (10 pages)
 B2



MSCA PF 2021: Award Criteria



MSCA PF 2021: Award Criteria

Changes to H2020

• H2020 subcriterion 1.1 split in two parts
in HE (now 1.1 and 1.2)

• H2020 subcriteria 1.2 and 1.3 merged
into one in HE (now 1.3)

New in HE:

• Optional placement in non-academic
sector assessed under HE criterion 1.3

• Gender dimension and open science to
be addressed



MSCA PF 2021: Award Criteria

Changes to H2020

• H2020 subcriteria 2.2 and 2.3 merged
into one in HE (now 2.2)

New in HE:

• Addition of subcriterion 2.3: Impact
assessed not only in scientific area, but
also on societal and economic levels



MSCA PF 2021: Award Criteria

Changes to H2020:
• Re-arranging and merging

of three H2020 subcriteria
into 2 HE subcriteria
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MSCA PF 2021: General tips for proposal writing 

About the project :
• A PF proposal is not a research proposal as such, 

but a proposal for training in research
• Don´t be over-ambitious –it is a common flaw that 

the work plan is not realistic
• Be precise – less is sometimes more; structure the 

proposal well
• Try to have the best match 

researcher/supervisor/Host Institution

About the researchers´ CV: 
• CV don´t have to be perfect, but the training should 

mend any shortcomings
• The employability after the fellowship is key

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
La evaluación se basa no solo en los 3 criterios mencionados con anterioridad, sino que a la hora de construir vuestro proyecto deberéis también integrar conceptos transversales que se enmarcan en todo Horizonte 2020. Deberéis tener en cuenta por ejemplo aspectos relativos a la Investigación e Innovación Responsable, que pretende no solo acercar la ciencia a la sociedad y hacerla partícipe de los resultados de investigación, sino también involucrarla en el diseño y realización de la misma. Iremos desarollando algunos aspectos de RRI a lo largo de las siguientes diapositivas para que veais como se han de integrar en los proyectos. 
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General Approach:
• It is an individual project but a collaborative work.
• Involve the HOST institution: European Projects 

Offices /  Transfer of Technology Offices / HR 
Departments, other colleagues…

• National Contact Points…
• Get familiar with the Funding and Tenders´Portal, 

upload a version, you will be able to rewrite it

About the evaluation: 
• The weighting of criteria is 50% -30% -20%. You 

need to perform at close to 100% on each
• Follow the template –the evaluators need to find 

all key points
• The reviewers may not be specialists in the field
• “Una imagen vale más que mil palabras”: use 

visuals to provide global information at a glance

MSCA PF 2021: General tips for proposal writing 

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
La evaluación se basa no solo en los 3 criterios mencionados con anterioridad, sino que a la hora de construir vuestro proyecto deberéis también integrar conceptos transversales que se enmarcan en todo Horizonte 2020. Deberéis tener en cuenta por ejemplo aspectos relativos a la Investigación e Innovación Responsable, que pretende no solo acercar la ciencia a la sociedad y hacerla partícipe de los resultados de investigación, sino también involucrarla en el diseño y realización de la misma. Iremos desarollando algunos aspectos de RRI a lo largo de las siguientes diapositivas para que veais como se han de integrar en los proyectos. 



MSCA: Where to find the information

Search Funding & Tenders
(europa.eu)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search


@horizonteeuropa

Sesiones informativas y 
documentación de apoyo 
Convocatoria Proyectos 
Posdoctorales MSCA 2021 | 
Horizonte Europa

MSCA PF 2021: where to find the information 

https://twitter.com/mscactions
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/sesiones-informativas-y-documentacion-de-apoyo-convocatoria-proyectos-posdoctorales-msca-2021


MSCA Useful links

Marie Curie Actions Website
http://ec.europa.eu/mariecurieactions

Net4mobility+ Project
http://www.net4mobilityplus.eu

Euraxess Portal (vacancies, more information)
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/

marie.curie.actions

@MSCActions

http://ec.europa.eu/mariecurieactions
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/Marie.Curie.Actions
https://twitter.com/mscactions


¡Muchas gracias!
Cristina Gómez

MSCA NCP in Spain
msca@fecyt.es

Nothing in life is to be feared, it is 
only to be understood. Now is the 
time to understand more, so that 

we may fear less

mailto:msca@oficinaeuropea.es
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