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Dinámica de poder: una lectura sobre la concentración de poder a partir de la 
arquitectura (Ullastret, siglos IV-III a. C.)
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Resumen
Este artículo analiza el papel de la arquitectura doméstica en la construcción de narrativas de 

poder y su importancia como elemento clave para profundizar en el estudio y conocimiento tanto 
del sistema económico como del cambio social en los siglos IV-III aC. La investigación y posterior 
análisis de la arquitectura doméstica conduce a un conocimiento más profundo de la organización 
social además de aportar claves sobre la ideología imperante. Por otra parte, el cambio social se 
refleja a menudo en el hogar de la misma manera que en el patrón de asentamiento. Después de 
llevar a cabo el análisis empírico, la contribución de este ensayo se fundamenta en la tesis de que 
el poder puede ser concentrado.

Palabras clave
Historia Antigua, cambio social, patrones socioculturales, arquitectura, modos de vida.

Abstract
This paper discuss the role of domestic architecture in the construction of narratives of power 

and its importance as a key feature to determine and analyse both the economic system and the 
social change in the 4th-3rd century BC. On the one hand, scrutiny of domestic architecture is a 
fruitful way by which to draw out a deeper insight with respect to social organisation, as well as being 
an indicator of ideology. On the other hand, social change is frequently reflected in the household 
in the same way as it is in settlement structure. After taking into account the empirical analysis, this 
paper contributes by determining that power can be concentrated for a number of reasons.

Keywords
Ancient history, social change, sociocultural patterns, architecture, life style.
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1. Introduction. Initial remarks

The conclusion we reach is not that production, distribution, exchange and 
consumption are identical, but that they all form the members of a totality, distinctions 
within a unity. Production predominates not only over itself, in the antithetical definition of 
production, but over the other moments as well. The process always returns to production 
to begin anew (Marx, 1973, p. 99).

This paper is concerned with the dynamics of power on the far north-east of the Iberian 
Peninsula, with the aim of defining these processes through a dataset provided by one aristocratic 
architecture, the so-called zone 14, its material evidence, and the necropolis of Ullastret. The nature 
of the site and the data itself has led me to the formulation of an idea, the concentration of power, 
which in principle has been specifically conceived for the analysis of this case-study and a better 
understanding of this essay. For analytical purposes, moreover, it is my aim to explore the dialectics 
of power by articulating various discussions with the aim of gaining a better understanding thereof. 
It will be constructed upon the close bond between domestic architecture and the form in which the 
lineage conceives its ideology and the relations of power.

In Figure 1 we can appreciate the location of Ullastret in the Iberian Peninsula, near the Greek 
outpost of Emporion. The settlement is situated amid the basins of the rivers Ter and Daró (Martín & 
Plana, 2001a). The archaeological site is bounded to the north and west by the mountainous areas of 
Rhode and l’Albera, that is, the Pyrenees. The North-west is delimited by the mountains of Garrotxa 
and Montseny, in the basin of the river Muga. The South-west is delimited by the mountain system 
of Les Gavarres and south of this are the mountains of Gironés-La Selva. The territory is traversed 
by numerous river basins which run from the Muga basin to the Tordera basin. In general terms, 
the landscape, particularly the coastal line of north-east Catalonia, largely consists of marshes and 
wetlands.

Figure 1: Map of the location of Ullastret and Emporion. By David Redhouse, University of Cambridge.
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The landscape and settlement pattern are two crucial elements in understanding the dynamic 
of power and the role played by Ullastret in the formation thereof. As regards the landscape, this 
is composed of a number of indigenous settlements, of which Ullastret, formed of two oppida, the 
Puig de Sant Andreu and the Illa d’en Reixac, would appear to be the chief site, coupled with the 
Greek colony of Emporion. The settlement pattern of this territory has been described as hierarchical 
(Belarte, 2013; Sanmartí, Martín, & Plana, 2015). Ullastret is at the top of the pyramidal axis, with 
a secondary urban settlement on the ridges of the territorial hinterland, Sant Julià de Ramis, which 
has been associated with a necropolis, Pla de l’Horta, of the Early Iberian Period (Sanmartí et al., 
2015). Coupled with the latter, there are a number of rural settlements, among which Pontós is a 
prime example.

Ullastret is a settlement with a polynuclear form which emerges at the dawn of the Iron Age 
when local groups constructed round dwellings in the 7th century BC (Martín & Plana, 2001b). Viewed 
broadly, however, as has been written by Sanmartí (2004), one ought to admit that the evidence and 
knowledge we have of this period is, at best, thin and scarce. This pre-Roman urban complex is 
formed by two oppida, the Puig of Sant Andreu and the Illa d’en Reixac, the artisan quarter of Gou-
Batlle, the necropolis of Serra de Daro and some small habitats such as Camp Davant. This territory 
was inhabited by one of the Iberic peoples mentioned by the written record, the Indigetae.

Let us now briefly review the urban layout of Ullastret and some of its main features, such as 
the existence of elaborate water reservoirs, an impressive defensive system, and the well-attested 
presence of two temples with ground plan in antis. As regards these features, the settlement was 
fortified by the second half of 6th century BC, the walled area occupying a surface of approximately 
3 ha (Prado, 2010; Sanmartí, 2004). Three types of towers in the rampart have been unearthed, 
circular, quadrangular, and polygonal. It has been suggested that the circular tower is the earliest 
documented type and appears to be a continuation of the typology utilised in this part of the 
Mediterranean (Prado, 2010). It is particularly noteworthy that this type of circular tower seems to 
have converged with the local groups of the Early Iron Age, for which one is driven to suppose, if 
this analysis is correct, that the circular tower is a feature of the early hierarchical organisation of the 
kinship group. Another feature that stands out in the layout of the settlement is the large number of 
gateways, eight, that have been discovered along the rampart.

In broad outline, one might also draw attention to both the drainage system of rainwater and the 
system to collect rainwater in cisterns, attested by the four water reservoirs discovered in Ullastret. 
The latter is indicative of the urban complexity of this site. The rainwater was collected from the roofs 
of the houses from which it flowed to cisterns (Codina, Heinrichs, Lara, Molinas, Prado, & Schön, 
2015). But there is more. The analysis of the cisterns and their hydraulic mortar have revealed that: 
(1) the stone used in the construction of the cisterns comes from local quarries and (2) perhaps 
most importantly, there seem to be analogies with other models documented in the neighbouring 
settlement of Emporion and in the Punic sphere of influence in north Africa (Codina et al., 2015).This 
denotes the extent to which Ullastret is interlocked with the Mediterranean koine and, substantially, 
its important role within the indigenous world.

2. Household and domestic architecture

It may perhaps be wise to begin by underlining the relevance of architectural analysis in the 
construction of narratives of power, particularly when, as we shall see further on, from all across 
the ethnic landscape the distribution and type of dwellings determines, to some extent, the way in 
which the natural resources were exploited. Over recent years household archaeology has greatly 
contributed to gaining a deeper insight into social organisation and the dynamics of power within 
a given culture. The household has been defined as an economic unit through which inhabitants 
partake in productive activities (Santley & Hirth, 1993), and as the primary spatial unit wherein 
domestic economy is developed through various strategies (Hirth, 2009). In addition, as already 
noted by various scholars, there seems to be a close link between the composition and form of the 
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household and the access to natural resources (Horne, 1991; Santley & Hirth, 1993). It is equally 
feasible to measure the wealth of a determined dwelling by analysing its architecture, whilst at the 
same time we may tackle issues related to status and different economic features of a given site or 
landscape (Kamp, 2000).

Let us now review more closely the Iberian household, of which we have several examples in the 
Catalan area. To begin with, there have been attempts to categorise the Iberian household according 
to its size and thus, various typologies have been proposed, for instance, Belarte (2013) and Grau 
(2013). The Iberian dwellings have been grouped by Belarte (2013) into two groups depending on 
their size, the so-called “type a” and “type b” (p. 78). Type a encompasses the most simple category 
of dwelling, with one or two rooms and a ground plan of about 20 to 35 sq m. The so-called type b 
embraces larger dwellings with more complex layouts and with a ground plan that ranges from 40 
sq m. to 800 sq m. as with the zone 14 in Puig of Sant Andreu and zone 15 in Illa d’en Reixac. On 
the basis of the latter, Grau (2013, p. 64 and 71) has proposed a classification into two types too, 
Monofocal and Plurifocal, depending on the type of household and hence the type of family, that is, 
nuclear family or extended family. This typology is grounded, at least to some extent, in economic 
parameters, given that the simplest type, Monofocal, would have a ground plan of 25 to 50 sq m. 
with one, two or three rooms and would be associated with peasants and a segment of the society 
with scarce economic resources (Grau, 2013). Type Plurifocal of dwelling would be composed of 
the largest dwellings and inhabited by extended family, whilst at the same time the economic activity 
would seem to be slightly different and linked to trade rather than agriculturist- related. The so-called 
dwelling 1 in Castellet de Bernabé is a prime example of a Plurifocal dwelling correlated with a 
model of extended family (Grau, 2013). Large dwellings with complex layouts are scattered across 
the landscape in the Catalan area. Buildings 1, 2, and 3 in Castellet de Banyoles, the dwelling 201 
in Alorda Park, and the large dwellings of Pontós, coupled with the aforementioned zone 14 and 
zone 15 in Ullastret, are indicative of a type of dwelling that would appear to be related to the elite 
class and, as with the necropolises during the Iberian period, do not tend to be documented in all 
settlements.

Through the reading of households, we can frame questions about inequality and social 
identity. Of what type were the relationships between domestic architecture and power? Can we 
tackle dynamics of power through the analysis of households? We should examine these matters 
in order to reopen new dialogues with which to raise new stimulating questions concerning social 
identity and power. Similarly, one would suggest an approach to the Iberian domestic architecture 
from various perspectives, including relationships of power and ideology as well as worldview, 
because of my conviction that the separation of these spheres of knowledge is an insight belonging 
to the French enlightenment.

As stated elsewhere, the Iberian household appears to have been inhabited by both a model 
of the nuclear family and of the extended family. With regards to our subject of study, the zone 
14, Belarte and Grau have raised the possibility of interpreting the zone 14 as the residence of an 
extended family (Belarte, 2013; Grau, 2013). Without dismissing this possibility, and other plausible 
interpretations, the large number of rotary quern stones and furnaces found, both features normally 
associated to status (Grau, 2013), raises the question of whether zone 14 housed an extended family 
or it had external people who developed a determined economic activity (Belarte, 2013). Be that as it 
may, it is certainly difficult to tackle this issue in a world in which the written record had not yet been 
deciphered. Despite the aforesaid facts, kinship bonds appear to have been replaced at some point, 
as we shall see further on, by a social organisation structured in groups of power within the leading 
lineage as the necropolis of Ullastret appears to suggest through the spatial layout of its burials, 
although still with a deep-seated nexus between lineage and Gaia. With a view to further supporting 
this idea, as noted by Sanmartí et al. (2015), the political organisation during the 4th century BC 
shifted from one grounded in kinship bonds to another whose base lay in the territory. The latter is in 
concordance with Marx’s affirmation that “the tribes [Stamme] of the ancient states were constituted 
in one of two ways, either by kinship or by locality. Kinship tribes historically precede locality tribes, 
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and are almost everywhere displaced by them” (Marx, 1979, p. 94). In broad outline, one suspects 
that the interaction between relations of production and productive forces -which is understood by 
Marx (1971) as the interpretative key to understanding social change- underlies the solid core of 
the concentration of power and the change in social structure during the course of the 4th century 
B.C. in the ethnic landscape of Ullastret, which materialised in the relationship between farmsteads, 
oppidum, and lineage. De facto, this interpretation is increasingly supported by the archaeological 
evidence, given that the number and size of silos had increased enormously during this century 
(Pons, Gago, Fernández & Bouso, 2000).

3. The concentration of power: opening insights

The core idea of this essay draws on the assumption, as we will discuss at length below, that 
power may be concentrated for various reasons. This phenomenon is evidenced in the necessity to 
organise the economy within a given agrarian society in order to have agricultural surplus with which 
to trade; the desire to control natural and economic resources, since the development of power has 
always signified the accumulation of wealth; climate change such as long dry periods and famine; 
It also arises when it is necessary to confront either an external or internal enemy by accumulating 
the prerogatives of government, as in the event of the saga of the Etruscan kings of Rome; indeed 
it is also discernible from straightforward observations that the concentration of power occurs at 
moments wherein inner contradictions and tensions appear on the social horizon expressed by the 
realm of inequalities, as in the instance of the Decemviri in Rome. Furthermore, this may be reflected 
within the household through some architectural features, perhaps in zone 14 the most significant in 
terms of accumulated power being the seizure of a tower by taking an initiative burdened by symbolic 
power, together with the seizing of a stretch of rampart with a gateway. It is noteworthy, moreover, 
that some of the material evidence hints at this suggestion, such as the large number of offerings, 
jaws, and spiked skulls.

Figure 2: Outline plan of the concentration of power. By the author.



56 Panta Rei (2018), 51 - 71

Dynamics of Power: an Architectural Reading of the Concentration of Power (Ullastret, 4th-3rd Century BC)

At a more abstract level, in strongly hierarchical societies the accumulation of wealth shows the 
hierarchy and the social stratification, whereas the concentration of power operates within the socio-
political sphere and denotes the ability of economic, political, and ideological hegemony by a reduced 
segment of the elite class which also has the capacity to rule exerting coercion. Consequently, this 
does not replace a concept of hierarchy; on the contrary, as a model for emergent power it expands our 
understanding on narratives of inequality, thus aiding us in the analysis of architectural and material 
evidence through which to address social identity reflected in the household. It is further suggested 
that, in the theoretical frame, concentration of power is the process whereby an ideology is explicitly 
channelled for imposition by determined groups of power upon the lineage, an ideology composed of 
miscellaneous values aligned with a given cultural tradition and with concrete psychological factors 
through which to model the collective behaviour of the lineage, whereas hierarchy is the structure, 
it is the materialisation of this process, personified in the binomial formed by materiality-inequalities.

As regards the formation process of social hierarchy in Ullastret, its development may be 
confirmed by the 6th century BC on the basis of demographic growth and trade with Mediterranean 
agents (Sanmartí, 2004). Seen in this light, a central issue is to delimit the degree to which social 
stratification can be envisaged in the archaeological record, and de facto, it does show, as we will 
see, in the funerary sites, domestic architecture, and the percentage of imported goods found in this 
territory (Sanmartí et al., 2015).

The scarce number of necropolises for this period, as well as the reduced number of burials, 
is one of the most convincing arguments in this regard, since 196 out of 212 documented burials are 
concentrated in the necropolises of Burriac and Ullastret, what has convincingly lead Sanmartí to 
assert that the necropolis corresponds with the political power and is wherein the principal lineages 
are buried (Sanmartí et al., 2015).

As already aforementioned, domestic architecture is a clear indicator of social stratification. 
The appearance of complex dwellings is documented in Ullastret as early as the 5th century BC 
(Belarte, 2013). Large dwellings have been discovered in Puig de Sant Andreu and l’Illa d’en Reixac 
correlated with the elite and dated during the 4th century BC, precisely a period of time in which the 
rural habitat enormously increased due to, perhaps, an agrarian intensification (Sanmartí et al., 
2015). The fact is, however, that there are other large dwellings, in their first phase of excavation, 
whose location lay around zone 14, with which they share a similar typology (Sanmartí et al., 2015). 
It leads to the supposition that, perhaps, the complex dwellings were located in this part of the 
oppidum.

Ullastret is remarkable for the large number of imported materials, from 12% to 15% of the 
total, with a percentage of 23% of amphorae. Again, this ratio is incremented during the 4th century 
BC (Sanmartí et al., 2015). The necropolis of Ullastret also stands out due to its prestige goods, 
including attic vessels used as funerary urns, fibulae, and belt buckles (Sanmartí et al., 2015).

In effect, as can be seen in Figure 2, the hierarchy and the concentration of power are 
interlocked and feedback to one another within a rotating spatial framework, and thus pave the 
way to receive nourishment from the same root, the power itself. One could possibly argue that the 
separation between the concentration of power and hierarchy is a methodological one only, as they 
form a unity in the same way as the base and the superstructure in Marx. We shall recognise this 
unity as a dialectical process dynamically embedded within the inner frame of the lineage structure. 
Indeed, the concentration of power begins when there would appear to be a resource subject to 
appropriation. Seen in this light, the concentration of power is developed at the same pace as the 
relations of production, albeit that the embryo was in society as shown by the necropolis, the rampart, 
and the enormous defensive ditch of Ullastret. The power is subdued by tensions and contradictions 
that we would envisage, on the one hand, as a centripetal force; this is the nature of power, its 
own manifestation, its tendency to accumulate that allows power to be articulated at a given point 
in history in a determined form. On the other we can discern a centrifugal force embodied by the 
historical circumstances that permit the reorganisation of power with the finality of reinforcing itself, 
as a result of which appear the groups of power that will articulate the social identity on the basis 
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of an agrarian economy during the Iron Age. It is the dialectical motion of History that determines 
that power adopts one form or another. As an example, the power in Rome during the period of 
the monarchy, the republic and the empire adopted various forms depending upon the historical 
circumstances.

The archaeological outline of the concentration of power in Ullastret is the following:
- The conditio sine qua non by which this process began lies in the economic base, that 

is, the agrarian production and a move to mono-cropping, which according to Jones (2007) 
could be a signifier of social change.

- The next natural step is to develop the storage capacity, that is, the so-called field of 
silos. As noted by Sanmartí and Santacana (2005), there was during the 4th century BC a 
large increase in the number of silos. This could be related to the supply of tribute, for which 
a centralised social identity is required (Jones, 2007). It is the moment in which, according to 
Codina, Martín and Prado (2007), the enlargement and refurbishment of the oppidum occurs. 
It is precisely then when zone 14 was constructed.

- In the course of the 4th century BC the specific historical circumstances were laid as to 
trigger the process of concentration of power in Ullastret. Emporion is the economic catalyst 
that activated the switch to a social identity grounded in the groups of power. Since Emporion 
had the key of maritime trade and thus of the exportation of grains, this gives rise to the 
development of a dual economic system and the strengthening of both the indigenous social 
identity and the Ampuritan social identity.

4. The annexation of the tower and the gateway number 8. To whom does the production 
of iron and its control belong?

Let us move on to the core of this paper, the reading of the functional distribution of space within 
this aristocratic architecture and dynamics of power. One should like to begin by putting forward an 
insight that will structure both the interpretation and the development of this essay. In spite of the 
interpretive difficulties, but increasingly supported by the weight of the archaeological evidence, the 
so-called zone 14 was in reality the palace of Ullastret. It was located between two towers, adjoining 
a stretch of the rampart in a similar way as the large dwellings of Lattara (Casas, Codina, Margall, 
Martín, & Prado, 2004). This is a trapezoidal building although the shape is virtually rectangular and 
it occupied an area of approximately 800 m2 (Casas et al., 2004; Codina et al., 2007; Codina, Martín, 
& Prado, 2012). In truth, we shall bear in mind that the dimensions of the productive area within a 
household might be a clear indicator of rank and status (Horne, 1991).

Of particular interest, moreover, is the fact that the palace had to appropriate one of the towers, 
number 3, and also had a private gateway (Casas et al., 2004). Furthermore, to take possession of the 
tower, the palace had to annexe a throughway, the so-called zone 23 which gave access to the tower 
(Casas et al., 2004). At this point, it becomes pertinent to raise a crucial question that will enhance our 
understanding of the dynamics of power in Ullastret, why was the tower taken over? Here underlies 
a relational dialectic in which the palace and therefore the head of the lineage became the dominant 
feature and the tower is turned into a subordinate extension to the palace. Furthermore, one would 
suggest that the seizure of the tower would equate to an annexation of power by the leading lineage 
and the hegemonic groups which constituted its inner pyramidal structure, contextualised within the 
shift of the social identity grounded in kinship bonds toward another wherein the power is fractured 
into various groups. Following this line of argument, the subjugation of the tower does not seem to 
have had a functional role but rather a symbolic one. In a certain sense, one would hypothesise that 
the capture of the tower was an action, to some extent, burdened with ideology and through which 
the head of the lineage could display his leading role, becoming inseparably merged with concepts 
of power to the lineage. The net effect is that the counterbalance of the former dynamics of power 
broke down, giving rise to a different dialectical process.
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Figure 3: Ground plan of Puig of Sant Andreu and its relationship with the settlement pattern. After the 
research of Martín and Plana (2012).

After examining the consequences of the subjection of the tower, we now turn to the analysis 
of the metallurgical workshop. In this light, there could have existed a correlation between gateway 
8 and the ironworking workshop with Gou-Batlle, the metallurgical artisan quarter, having evidence 
of bonds with the landscape, agricultural production and consequently with landholding through 
the assemblage of agricultural tools. In the broader sense, Gou-Batlle is a metallurgical centre, 
as can be appreciated in figure 3, located 100 metres from Puig of Sant Andreu, nearly halfway 
between this settlement and the Illa d’en Reixac (Codina, Gay, Martín, & Plana, 2008; Codina et 
al., 2012). As a consequence of the inherent features of the site, this stratum can be ascribed not to 
habitational structures but rather to workshops (Codina et al., 2012). Owing to the surprising number 
of metallurgical furnaces unearthed in the palace, three, it is hence likely that a connection exists 
between gateway 8 and Gou-batlle.

From this perspective, one might raise the question that it is feasible that the iron production, 
that is, agricultural tools and weaponry, could have been concentrated and controlled by centres of 
power such as the palace. Similarly, the extensive number of agricultural tools associated with the 
large dwellings in the Catalan area, has emphatically led Sanmartí et al. (2015) to set forth the idea 
that the elite controlled the means of production. In this regard, as we can see in Figure 4, there is 
a round structure very close to the metallurgical workshop, enclosed within a rectangular structure 
which opens towards the southwest. One could say that this finding may be interpreted as a water 
well, that is, the palace probably had its own supply of water. As noted by Horne (1991), there seems 
to be a correspondence between the availability of water and rank. We have, furthermore, as we 
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shall see, the ditches RS 70, RS 66, RS 53 in Gou-Batlle (Codina et al., 2008, Figure 4). Owing to the 
essential attributes of production, it might be assumable that these ditches were used to supply water 
to the workshops. What is of interest to this discussion, however, is the fact that both spatial units 
were marked out by offerings. In one of the silos of Gou-Batlle (SJ-72) the remains of two horses 
were unearthed (Codina et al., 2008). It would appear that the site was ritually delimited by a social 
boundary, that is, the burial of the aforesaid horses would aim a sacralisation of the space in the 
name of the elite class, given that in all probability only a reduced faction of the inhabitants had the 
right to the possession of a horse. From the above discussion, it is reasonable to suppose that Gou-
Batlle was consecrated by the upper class, since these types of offerings only appear in Ullastret 
in spatial units associated with the gentry such as the necropolis. In this context a comparison 
emerges, for it has been argued the role played by animal offerings in the British Iron Age is a marker 
of social rank (Pearson, 1999).

Figure 4: 1 Lavish room, 2 Courtyard, 3 Water reservoir, 4 Metallurgical workshop, 5 Storage area, 6 kitchen, 
7 domestic furnace, 8 staircase, 9 room where tribute was paid? Based on Casas et al. (2004).

As we have seen at length, the role of animal offerings is crucial in understanding the inner 
dynamics of power in Ullastret. Notwithstanding, it is worth noting that several foundational offerings 
were in the palace, 73 were found, all ovicaprid except one dog offering and one composed of 
seashells (Casas et al., 2004; Codina, Martín, Nadal, Prado, & Valenzuela, 2009). Each foundational 
offering was composed of three animals, a factor that indicates the relevance of the role of livestock 
coupled with the agriculture for the palace. What is more, it is reasonable to suppose that the upper 
class possessed its own herds. Indeed, it has been insinuated that the wealthiest dwellings may 
have owned their own flocks (Horne, 1991; Kamp, 2000). If, as we may assume, this analysis is 
correct, one may at least infer that animal offerings symbolise the sacred ties of the groups of 
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power with both metallurgy and agriculture. Concomitantly, offerings denote its capacity to articulate 
the dialectic of power and inequalities, whereas at the same time, operate in the arena of lineage 
production relations, dialectically embodied through an economic system which, as will be seen, 
had a dual character. There has been put forward, furthermore, and to a certain degree we ought to 
consider it as a possibility, the role that the offerings could have played in the celebration of banquets 
with which to gain personal prestige and consolidate the relationships of power within the lineage 
(Belarte & Valenzuela, 2013). It is a metaphor, in short, about to whom the means of production of 
the Iron Age belonged.

5. Architectural reading: towards a sociological analysis of the space

Figures 5a and 5b: domestic furnace. Source: Archivo del Museu d’Arqueologia de Catalunya-Ullastret.

Let us take a different track, yet one which, to be more precise, will lead us to the scenario of 
political theatre by articulating the natural laws of the political economy. Let us begin by offering a 
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very schematic sketch of the lavish room and its relationship with a large domestic furnace of 2.5 
metres width as can be seen in Figures 5a and 5b, placed beside a large room with two hearths, 
number 8, along with another domestic furnace of a smaller size. Sector 8 has been interpreted as 
the kitchen of the building, with a ground plan of 20.52 m2 (Codina et al., 2012). One might argue 
that, in theory, the dimensions of both the large furnace and the cooking facilities are dialectically 
connected to the hearth room. It will be argued that the core function of the large gentilic space was 
supposedly for hosting feasts with a view to the acquisition of symbolic power and the maintenance 
of inequalities, as appears highly probable by the number of pieces of ceramic ware, connected 
almost entirely with drinking, found in this sector (Casas et al., 2004). It is potentially feasible that 
the number of Punic Ebussitan amphorae and pieces of Attic black gloss ware found in the majestic 
room is linked with the role and scale of feasting activities to ensure the consolidation of the groups 
of power within the lineage and their grade of access to the communal resources. What is beyond 
question is that through hosting these banquets, the head of the lineage would gain prestige with 
which to articulate his leadership and create relations of reciprocal obligations by which to uphold 
his position in the political scene. Closely tied to this discussion is the silicernium unearthed in the 
necropolis (Martín, 2008), given that, supposedly, it was known what a banquet was.

The ground plan of this sector was over 60 m2 and, as can be appreciated in figure 6, it was 
accessed from the patio and also through the main entrance via the porch. The floor was of lime 
mortar with a gravel preparation. In the centre of the lavish room a square hearth of considerable 
dimension, 2 m2, was found. The walls were lined with hydraulic mortar and painted with a broad 
band of bluish black. The lower part of the wall as well as the rest was painted white with red lines. 
Within this spatial unit several offerings of ovicaprid, one offering of dog and another composed of 
seashells were found (Casas et al., 2004). Although the building was structured around the courtyard, 
this sector seems to be the focal point of the entire household and it would appear to express at a 
micro scale a similar narrative as the palace does on the whole. So much so that, if on the one hand 
the large hearth room is related to the entire building through the entrances, on the other the palace 
is fully merged with the rampart, the settlement, and two of the chief gateways through the enormous 
staircase of the courtyard, figure 7, which linked the palace via the walkway of the rampart with the 
oppidum as a whole.

Figure 6: Lavish room. By the author.
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It is hence important to bear in mind the possible bias in terms of articulating the space played 
by the varied spectrum of entrances to this building, insofar as all of them end up at this sector. One 
could convincingly hypothesise, at a given moment, that the display of spiked skulls on the facade of 
the building and along the main entrance corridor to the lavish room, had the aim of interconnecting 
ideologically a communal space, the throughway, with the focal symbol of the palace. In parallel 
with this interpretation, a priori, the alluded interconnection between the hearth room and two of 
the principal gateways through the staircase and the walkway of the rampart, could be explained, 
in part, as a seizure of an alleged ancestral tribe consuetudinary law by the leading lineage. The 
latter is suggested by virtue of its symbolism as communal spaces which lie at the very heart of the 
settlement structure, and particularly by making visible to the rest of the kinship group the eternal 
bonds of the dominant lineage with the defensive system and hence with the core axis of the lineage.

Figure 7: Staircase. By the author

The analysis of the spiked skulls, of which we can see one in Figures 8a and 8b, would 
deserve in itself a paper, yet one can at least anticipate some observations, independently of the 
difficulty in deciphering their significance. The spiked skulls can be regarded, to some extent, as a 
political tool framed within the boundaries of the kinship group and the lineage, either for economic or 
political gain. One thing that is certain, however, is that it is an indigenous phenomenon associated 
purely with indigenous material evidence. The spiked skulls are an indigenous symbol that would 
appear to have bond to both power and the kinship relationships. It is, furthermore, plausible to 
regard the spiked skulls as symbols of prestige and rank within the kinship group. The latter can be 
inferred through a close analysis of the places in which the craniums have been found in Ullastret, 
chiefly the palace and the rampart. This is a differential fact with regards to the rest of the Iberic 
tribes of this area. It has been largely suggested that the skulls seem to appear in the archaeological 
record associated to swords of type La Tene II (Casas et al., 2004; Martín & Agustí, 2006; Agustí, 
Codina, & Prado, 2015). It could be argued that the spiked skulls and the swords are ethnic markers 
and as such will, largely, determine the maintenance of ethnic boundaries (McGuire, 1982). The 
concept of ethnic boundary is crucial in understanding the significance of the spiked skulls and their 
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relationship to the landscape, since the alleged belt of indigenous oppida formed by Ullastret, Pontós 
and Peralada could be marking the ethnic boundary through which the main oppidum, Ullastret, 
would gain control over the flux of commerce in both directions, inland with respect to the other 
ethnic territories as well as towards the coastline, that is to say, the Phocaean colony of Emporion. 
Thus, these economic dynamics will determine the degree and intensity of the relationship between 
ethnic groups and these indigenous peoples and Emporion. Although it is certainly true that, in 
many ways, this economic interplay would not have existed without one structure of power which 
articulates the entire apparatus, one structure underpinned by an ideological system.

Let us now take stock of the above discussion to point out that the spiked skulls operate on a 
different level too, as competition provides the motivation for the elite class to maintain its power by 
regulating the competitiveness of landscape, natural resources, and trade, while at the same time 
the power reaffirms its position as a key element in society. What is of relevance to this discussion, 
however, is neither to whom the cranium belongs, nor whether it was an enemy, but rather its 
importance as an affirmation of the dominant lineage, that is, it is part of what power represents, it is 
a signifier of what power personifies within the system of social relations. If we examine the anatomy 
of power to all appearances, it may give the impression that it is fractured, at a minimum, into two 
differential spheres although closely interconnected: necropolis and spiked skulls. The necropolis, 
as we shall see further on, represents the collective dynamics of power although concentrated in 
a segment of the lineage through the appropriation, to a certain extent, of the cosmology; Its main 
characteristic is that it is assumed by the collective as somewhat natural. The coercive power is the 
materialisation of the latter and it is represented by the spiked skulls; Its main feature is that it is 
accepted by the community by force.

Figures 8a and 8b: Skull. Source: Archivo del Museu d’Arqueologia de Catalunya-Ullastret.
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Within this gentilic space together with the large hearth, a stone platform of large stones was 
found whose area was approximately one metre width by two metres length. This platform might be 
regarded, or at least one would suggest, is some sort of shrine or the like. Between this platform and 
the wall there was a slot of a few centimetres, beneath which the offering of a dog was unearthed 
(Casas et al., 2004). One has interpreted this offering as a reminiscence of a distant past, when 
these people were still living nomadically and livestock played a dominant role. This gives cause 
for thought, as it might be argued that this type of offering could operate as part of an ideological 
memory of a distant shepherding past and as such may have been subject to being seized by the 
leading lineages. Similarly, as underwritten by Flannery (1995), kinship bonds are grounded in a 
series of common beliefs shared by a given culture, such as having a common ancestor or the 
worship of certain deities who articulated the social cohesion of the community; thus, this forms 
the realm of the imaginary, underpinning the ideological system. One would propose that whereas 
determined lineages taking possession of the beliefs of a culture would be equivalent to exerting 
domination upon the tribal polity by medium of becoming intermediaries between the world of the 
living and the dead, by being guardians of the ideological memory or by its conversion into the 
mythological benchmark of the blood relatives because of its close association with the supernatural. 
One could say, in short, by concentrating power in the leading groups of the lineage by articulating 
the manipulation of the cosmology.

Let us make a closer analysis of the pertinent archaeological evidence in regard to the finds 
of canids in Ullastret and Mas Castellar de Pontós. The remains of dogs have appeared in Ullastret 
in the palace and the so-called temple B (Casas et al., 2004) and in Pontós, associated with the 
large domestic architectures 1 and 2 (Pons & Colominas, 2015). The question emerges as to why 
buried dogs are tied in to an arena of power. The canids in Pontós have seemed linked to domestic 
architecture, silos, and banquets (Pons, Colominas, & Sana, 2016). The whole skeleton of a dog 
was found in silo 137 contextualised along with iron utensils, imported drinking wares, and biological 
remains such as charred grains and livestock bones (Pons et al., 2016). One may presume that this 
is symbolising the close nexus between the system of belief and agriculture, whose materialisation 
may be the ritual meals emphasised by Pons. According to Pons numerous fragments of dog bones 
were found in pit 373 in association with remains of sheep, goats, cattle and pigs (Pons et al., 2016). 
These remains of dog were laid at the bottom of the pit and at the upper part, which is suggestive 
of a sheepdog that is watching over the herd and can equally be a signifier of the role played 
by the ideological memory in structuring the social relations. Ideological memory that, as pointed 
out elsewhere, could well be a vestige of the Bronze Age collective memory of this community, 
correlated with a system of belief which would have both survived and evolved within the kinship 
group politico-religious structure. Buried canids have likewise appeared in the lavish room of house 
number 1 of Pontós (Pons et al., 2016). Remarkably this room is, to some extent, comparable to the 
luxurious room of the palace in the sense that both have a large hearth, are the chief rooms, have 
similar dimensions, and finds of canids were unearthed. The skeletal remains of at least 3 dogs 
were discovered in this room coupled with a column of white Pentelic marble belonging to an altar, 
a considerable number of drinking vessels, and minuscule vessels with remains of aromatic herbs 
(Pons et al., 2016).

We should also draw attention, however, to the skulls of canids that have appeared buried in  
silo 134 of Mas Castellar and the so-called temple B of Ullastret, as it represents a further link in the 
chain of evidence. These finds prompt one to believe that the latter is suggestive of the fundamental 
role played by the politico-religious structure of the kinship group and its close bonds with the agrarian 
production, given that the canine of the silo is associated with charred seeds,  whereas the other 
lays the emphasis on the possible existence of a certain type of building during the Iron Age that 
articulates the relations of power, of which temple B could well be one. As noted by Casas, Codina, 
Margall, Martín, Patiño and Prado (2005) the dimensions, shape, and orientation of the so-called 
temple B are completely different from temples A and C, as well as its chronology, since it has been 
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dated c. 350 BC. Strikingly, there was found the head of a dog, a kantharos of Iberian painted ceramic 
decorated with an embossed face and the skull of a canis. Handmade ceramic ware, Attic skyphos 
and remains of Punic Ebussitan amphorae were also unearthed. There is neither a cistern of water 
nor signs of an upper floor or storage facilities. The drinking vessels are, to a certain extent, pointing 
to a meeting place, yet not one in which a banquet could be celebrated. One has the impression that 
the code of beliefs would appear to be, as are the set of offerings, interlocked with the landscape, as 
it seems bonded to either livestock or the harvest. But there is more, the role of canids in Ullastret 
might have brought to the surface a possible Late Iron Age ideology feature.

Having presented the finds of canids in Ullastret and Mas Castellar, let us pass on in our 
enquiry to the analysis of the evidence in an attempt to unravel the significance thereof. We ought to 
begin by clearly stating that, if our analysis is accurate and we are dealing with a belief of the kinship 
group, the precise interpretation of it is beyond our scope. It is certainly plausible, however, to put 
forward various hypotheses in an attempt to shed some light on this most interesting theme.

It is perhaps worthy of attention the fact that the remains of dogs seem to be related to power 
as they have been found in or close to big dwellings linked to the elite. Of crucial importance is that 
the latter is precisely contextualised in the fourth and 3rd century BC, when, as aforementioned, the 
indigenous polity shifted to one grounded in the territory. It is, furthermore, remarkable that the largest 
amount of buried canids have emerged precisely in Mas Castellar- perhaps due to its agricultural 
character- where the agrarian production seems to be concentrated, which necessarily leads us to 
infer that there could indeed be a close relationship between agriculture and the figure of the dog.

Continuing our line of thought, it is perhaps very significant that the spatial distribution of 
buried canids is either bonded to an altar or agricultural tools, charred seeds, and various types of 
herd bones as in Pontós. One is thus tempted to reflect upon the feasibility of sacrificing dogs as 
a medium to propitiate a good harvest, in which case it would be the indigenous interpretation of a 
broadly extended belief throughout the ancient cultures. Suffice it to mention the role of dogs in the 
different mythologies, traditionally related to various types of religious festival, the underworld and 
the like (Jenkins, 1957).

It is, however, plausible to put forward another insight on the basis of the spatial analysis 
of the material evidence. In this regard, the spatial evidence prompts one to think that a Bronze 
Age belief related to pastoralism could have evolved in the course of this period towards a type 
of credence interconnected with harvest and the agrarian production, yet it would have kept some 
features of its initial facies. If this analysis is correct, the protecting role of the canids might have 
shifted from guarding the herds to preserving the harvest, for a belief cannot arise as a consequence 
of contemporaneous social relations but rather as the result of a long term social process.

The system of beliefs is intimately linked to the society in which they develop, the type of 
economic base, and social structures. From this viewpoint, settlement pattern and changes in the 
landscape, from a nomadic to a sedentary settlement model, would seem to further support the latter 
interpretation. One’s suspicion is that the economic and technological changes from the Bronze Age 
to the Iron Age could have gone accompanied by a shift in the belief structure. It is suggestive, in 
short, of being an ideological attribute of their belief system.

One would suggest that through the above discussion, to some extent, it may be possible 
to make a further comparison with Rome’s foundation myth owing to the set of analogies between 
both events and because of the etymological similarities between Canis Familiaris and Canis Lupis. 
It is intended to show how power is articulated through a myth, yet we ought to bear in mind that 
without analysing the subsequent foundational myth, that of Aeneas, the conclusions are provisional. 
Romulus had two mothers which represent the mechanism of power, Gaia - Rea Silvia is equated to 
Rhea, for the Romans Magna Mater (Rose, 2005) and the telluric forces of the woodland, Luparca, 
given that founding a new city would require the control of the economy. In reality, it is the same mother 
who expresses two different concepts, Gaia which channels the principle of fertility, abundance, the 
continuity of the new lineage and the she-wolf, Luparca, which represents the ancient principle of the 
blood fully identified with the death of Remus, the predatory face of mother earth, and the aggression 
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towards sedentary settlements. In truth, the act of pouring the blood of Remus in the foundation 
myth has two readings which, largely, will determine the structure of the myth and the subsequent 
historical development of Rome. In the first place, by shedding the blood of his brother, Romulus 
ritually sacralised the founding of Rome given that the blood of Remus is the blood of Luparca and 
Gea. If that analysis is correct, Romulus elevated the status of the newly founded city at a minimum 
to the level of the neighbouring Etruscan cities such as Veii. Besides one is driven to suppose that 
the twins were found and suckled by the she-wolf for a determined reason, that is to say, thereby 
explicitly the circle of power remained closed since no one else could access thereof, that is, this 
created bonds with a natural force not accessible to the rest of the kinship group. It could be said that 
by maintaining inaccessible the channels of access to power and by marking out the supernatural 
ties of Rome through the blood of Luparca, Romulus is laying the foundations of Rome’s pre-destiny.

Let us now review the north sector of the building which has been described by the bibliography 
as the storage area (Casas et al., 2004; Codina et al., 2012), a factor which may be considered as 
one of the attributes of a palace by virtue of its capacity to collect and store the tribute (Jones, 
2007). This area is composed of various sectors and stands out owing to the fact that its entrance 
is separated from the rest of the building (Martín, 2007) and several rotary quern-stones in this 
sector were found together with a large number of amphorae (Casas et al., 2004). One of the most 
remarkable findings is a hoard of coins composed of 54 Emporitan drachms unearthed in the only 
room of the entire building which faces the thoroughfare - could it be the room where tribute was paid 
to the palace? (Campo, 2007; Codina et al., 2007). However, it is noticeable that in 1964 another 
assemblage of coins with exactly the same value in Emporitan drachms was found (Campo, 2007). 
As will be discussed below, the correspondence in the number of drachms might well correspond to 
an administrative payment made by Emporion, for one of the sets of coins does not appear to have 
been in circulation (Campo, 2007).

On the basis of this evidence, to which we ought to add that in Ullastret and Mas Castellar de 
Pontós lead metal bars, lead sheet and coin-shaped silver pieces have been found (Aquilué et al., 
2008; Aquilué et al., 2010), has led me to raise the hypothetical existence of an economic indigenous 
system grounded in a dual character, that is, a non-monetised inner system and another monetised 
system utilised by the elite class but very much interrelated with one another. It is likely that Ullastret 
could have had an internal economic model without monetising, a model which would have operated 
only among them. One might assume that the metal bars were used by the indigenous peoples as 
currency. Besides a galena nodule was found at the metallurgical workshop of the palace, whose 
isotopic data appears to locate it within the isotopic fields of the mines in the neighbouring Mont-ras 
in Les Gavarres massif. It has been argued that the indigenous lead trading circuits were supplied 
by local minerals (Aquilué et al., 2008; Aquilué et al., 2010). However, this economic inner system 
seems to be far more complex, for it could have been complemented by the supply of grain to 
the palace, which one would suggest was a type of tribute in view of the large number of quern-
stones found thereof and in the large dwellings in Pontós. In this light, the enormous number of silos 
scattered throughout the Indiketia appears to point in the same direction. Likewise, one presupposes 
that the voluminous increase in the number of silos and the appearance of the large domestic 
architectures throughout the Catalan area is consistent with the type of social identity, seemingly 
tributary system grounded, articulated through the groups of power of a lineage with economic bonds 
with the landscape. It is fundamental to understand that this tributary taxation system would have 
been accepted by the peasant communities as a type of social contract, given that the improvement 
of the agricultural tools would have increased the living standards of those communities (Sanmartí 
et al., 2015). Those linkages with the territory can be inferred from the large number of animals in 
offerings of the palace and the possible tribute in grain accumulated in thousands of silos. This idea 
ought to be adequately verified by analysing the mode of production synthesised in the relational 
dialectics among oppida and landscape. 

What is of interest to this discussion, furthermore, is that the economic outline acquires nuances 
of complexities, for the coins of the hoards underlies the root of a monetised administrative system, 
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utilised in all likelihood in their economic activities with Emporion. This interpretation is strengthened 
by the fact that one of the hoards appeared contextualised together with a lead sheet with Iberian 
inscriptions (Aquilué et al., 2008) and the other deposit is unearthed in the palace. It is noteworthy, 
moreover, that the possibility of the existence of an administrative system in the Catalan area was 
already pointed out by Sanmartí (2004). One would add that such an economic structure, as it seems 
to be, could not have been sustained without a social organisation which articulated the payment of 
tributes, agricultural production and commerce with Emporion.

6. The Necropolis

The other big scenario in which the dynamics of power is negotiated is the necropolis of 
Ullastret. It has frequently been argued that the necropolis, as a clear landmark within the landscape, 
plays a determinant role in establishing the lineage territory by showing that the ancestors have lived 
and died there (Delgado & Ferrer, 2007; Flannery, 1995). The necropolis of Ullastret was utilised for 
two centuries and is composed of 87 burials in total. It is important to bear in mind that the dataset 
is incomplete and my research remains ongoing, so this interpretation may need to be revised. 
During a conversation with Mr de Prado, current director of Ullastret, one was told that the necropolis 
spanned two centuries, from the middle of the 5th century to roughly the end of the 3rd century B.C. 
and that the grave goods were in the line of the graves shown at the museum. The oldest set of 
burials is delimited in the north by natural rock and by a ditch of 5 metres cut in the rock, and at the 
south-east and south-west limit of this set of burials, some animal bone offerings of deer, horse, bull 
and pig were found, so that one could assume that the south edge was delimited by animal offerings. 
The principal tomb is the so-called grave 80 (Martín, 2008).

Figure 9: Necropolis. Based on the research of Martín, 2008, figure 2.
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The reduced number of graves might signify that the necropolis was reserved for the burial 
of the lineage which was at the apex of the social pyramid, as the type of animal bone offerings 
suggest. Be that as it may, the offerings would seem to indicate the sacred boundary of a power 
space, along with some type of social discrimination rather than a foundational role, although the 
germ of the idea probably existed before the founding of the necropolis. The fact that the oldest 
set of burials was delimited by natural rock and a ditch, the latter being, precisely, the way in which 
Romulus delimited the sacred boundary of Rome, gives the idea that this delimitation was made 
in order to mark out the founding of the lineage. One presupposes that solely the groups of power 
were buried in the cemetery, it hence becoming a symbol of status rather than the grave goods. 
As can be noted in Figure 9, the layout of the other grouping of burials shows the alluded fracture 
of power within a process of social change. It is composed of the focal grave and three belts of 
burials, correspondingly separated to secure the emergent social hierarchy, and whose most evident 
landmark is the enormous number of silos in the landscape. If this analysis is correct, the lineage 
thereby inaugurated a new social identity model grounded on the legitimacy of the power groups. It 
is articulated through an ideological system which linked the ideological memory, formed by the set 
of beliefs of the kinship group and the genealogy, to the hegemonic groups of the lineage.

Remarkably the primary grave is composed of feminine grave goods. It may be intended to 
reinforce the former graveyard and provide an ideological frame to support the lineage, for it may 
symbolise Gaia and thus this creates bonds with the territory, since the mythical ancestor could 
well be a feminine natural force. Indeed, during the phase of abandonment of Ullastret the oppidum 
gateways were sealed, a fact which denotes a clear intention to preserve the settlement and to 
return there. If, as we may assume, this interpretation is correct, the oppidum would be the physical 
representation of the aforesaid nexus of the kinship group with the landscape. Likewise, in the 
grave goods of tomb 32 there seems to be an association between surgical instruments and loom 
weights. Hence, it may aim towards the role of women as caregivers of the lineage by articulating 
the collective identity, perhaps one of the most precious positions within the lineage. The Rape of the 
Sabines might illustrate one’s argument, by giving continuity to this new model of polity by assuring 
fecundity within the lineage. As noted by Fraschetti (2005), the Sabine women went on to live in the 
wealthiest Roman houses, thus giving sociological sense to the incipient Roman upper class. This 
interpretation suggests that the origin of both the Sabine peoples and Rome could be Etruscan, 
given the necessity to justify the new dynasty and the assumption that power is only legitimised by 
power, in this event the Etruscan peoples.

Conclusion

It is the aim of this survey, or at least an attempt, to open up new lines of enquiry with regards to 
dynamics of power and its interplay with social identity through various arenas such as the analysis 
of domestic architecture, the formation of myths and landscape. The concept of materiality is crucial 
in understanding the concentration of power, it marks out the historical moment, the circumstances, 
and accordingly the type of concentration of power and hierarchy. It does not have a fixed value and 
depends on the landscape and the nature of the natural resources. It is normally associated with 
inequalities as it can be appropriated. Furthermore, this research remains ongoing and hence some 
analyses are provisional and pending the publication of new data.
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