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How can European societies more effectively promote the active engagement of
immigrants and their children in the political and civic life of the countries where they
live? This groundbreaking collection of essays is the first to provide an empirical and
comparative account of the political integration of migrants in Europe. Using data
from a unique study conducted in ten European cities, and survey data from more
than 10,000 individuals, this book shows how migrants' individual attributes and
resources, their social capital, and the political opportunities provided by political
institutions and public discourses shape their political integration. Social Capital,
Political Participation and Migration in Europe shows that migrants resources – such
as education and language proficiency – are crucial determinants of migrants'
capacity to engage with politics. Equally, it discusses how certain types of social
capital can be particularly beneficial in achieving migrants political inclusion. Finally,
and importantly, this book demonstrates that certain legal, policy and discursive
approaches are more effective than others in including migrants in the political
community.
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Reviews:
'This pathbreaking book reports the findings of the first large scale international
comparative project on civil society and political inclusion of migrants. Making use of
an impressive data set and a strong theoretical basis, the book demonstrates the
multidimensional nature of political inclusion of migrants, being affected by individual
characteristics of migrants, voluntary associations, and political opportunities....A
must read for anyone interested in political participation of ethnic minorities'
- Professor Dirk Jacobs, Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium

'Do migrants and their children become part of the civic and political life in the cities
where they live? New York City might be an iconic immigrant metropolis, but as
Morales and Guigni argue persuasively, the neighborhoods of European cities are
also home to large, vibrant immigrant communities that demand scholarly attention.
Employing comparable data across ten cities in eight countries, this collection
provides a detailed look at how individual resources, social capital and institutional
context work in complex ways to influence migrants' political attitudes and behaviors.
An impressive addition to our knowledge!'
- Irene Bloemraad, Associate Professor of Sociology, University of California,
Berkeley, USA
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