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ABSTRACT 

 

          In general, the contemporary researches which have been written about the elites 

have pointed out the existence of a series of basic features which are of its own: male, 

well-off backgrounds, high academic qualifications, quality educational institutions, 

mature age, houses in the most aristocratic neighbourhoods, typical jobs such as jurists, 

teachers, bureaucrats, managers and so on. Education has been for our modern 

politicians an investment, something that has made them occupy jobs with higher 

income which has allowed them to enjoy an outstanding life style, the access to a well-

off social class (in case they were not already in it) and to power as well.  

          In this essay we want to continue investigating in the Canaries about the people 

who are part of the elite in terms of the following characteristics: social class, age, sex, 

regional origin, social mobility, academic level, job and place of residence, which show 

a concern by equality.  

 

          KEY WORDS: political sociology, political elites, democratic theory, social 

classes and equal rights. 
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         INTRODUCTION 

 

         In this research, we will try to analyse the parliamentary elite of the Canaries, 

dealing with the theory of the elites, classes and democracy. In a democratic society, it 

is established a complex relationship between the already mentioned theories because 

power belongs to a minority. The dispute of the social classes and elitism are also two 

aspects of the phenomenon of power itself. Democracy basically consists in the 

existence of several political parties and elites which compete in the elections to get 

power. This process is guaranteed in the State of political parties in Spain, since they 

have to show their ability to answer the demands of the voters.  An eclectic democratic 

theory about the elites and classes would be the result of the union of these three 

traditional theories, which is the one we will be using throughout this essay. 

 Power, understood as a structural dimension of the relationships among men, is 

present in all the levels of society. In the democratic societies, inequalities are produced 

in terms of political power. Political decisions are usually made by a small number of 

people, and they are men nearly always. We should bear in mind that power is the main 

objective of the political science so, it is important to evaluate those people who use it 

in the different institutions with the tools of the political sociology. In this essay, we 

will analyse the political actors, the relationships which are established between them, 

the political organizations and institutions, and around them, the State of the political 

parties. 

 Writing an empirical research about the canary political elite has a strong interest 

for the investigator, considering its originality and novelty in the Canary Islands sphere. 

This field has a few investigators, since it is extremely difficult to prepare an 

investigation about power and the people who practice it. The researches which have 

been already done, inform us about the difficulties that the investigators have been 

through when they had to obtain data, particularly due to the reluctance and fears of the 

investigated politicians.   

 This research is the continuation of a doctoral thesis about the political elite of the 

City Council (Cabildo) of Gran Canaria and the Town Council (Ayuntamiento) of Las 

Palmas de Gran Canaria from 1979 (the year of the first Spanish local democratic 

elections) to 1995 (the year of the last elections which have been analysed). In the frame 

of the Canaries, we may say that the political elite is divided into three importance 

levels: municipal, from the capital city and the insular-regional one. The municipal elite 
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belongs to the humblest level; the elite from the capital city to a middle stratum and 

finally, the insular-regional elite, which occupies the last step. We believe that the 

insular elite and the autonomous one is the same because deputies are elected by a 

particular island to represent the whole archipelago in the Parliament of the Canary 

Islands. They work for their island and for the nationality of the Canaries as well. As a 

result, to compare the different political elites of these islands is quite important and 

enriching for the scientific level of this essay . It establishes a series of differences and 

similarities between them. It does not only compare these levels of the political elite of 

the Canaries but it also formulates another comparison with other superior political 

elites such as the national and international elites, something which we will also 

approach throughout this research. 

 We want to highlight the importance of some aspects of this essay, which are the 

following: the general view about the political and economic situation in the Canaries, 

the analysis of the electoral results and the political groups systems, the ideological and 

moderate nature of the main political parties, the social composition of the local politics, 

the recruitment and selection of the political elite, their level of professionalization and 

the development of the political careers, the smooth running of the different institutions 

and its importance. In fact, we want to make a humble contribution to this field since 

there is not much investigation about the political parties in the government and about 

elites in their public offices. We will also describe the aim of our research and the 

methodology we have used, apart from the conflicts and the fights for power, among 

other things. Despite of the democratic progress which has been obtained in our 

country, the political inequality is still present, and  the resources they use have great 

importance for the political opportunities.  

 

1. AIM OF THE RESEARCH AND METHODOLOGY 

 

1.1. Aim of the research 

 

 The aim of this research is the group of deputies of the Canaries Parliament from 

1983 (1st legislature) and 2003 (end of the 5th legislature). They compose the Canaries 

political elite. This universe is based on 205 parliamentarians. 205 members of 

parliament have passed during the period we have analysed, that is, 5 legislatures. Some 

of them do not even complete a term of office so, they are replaced by others; and some 



 4 

of them repeat at least one or several times. The Parliament of the Canaries keeps a 

balance between continuity and renewal of its members throughout time. The same 

guideline is followed by the Chamber of Deputies, since its continuity average is 51 

percent, throughout the seven legislatures, beginning with that one of 1977-1979. Its 

renewal average is 49 percent. This perfect balance between the percentage of veteran 

deputies and the new ones, throughout all the legislatures, could explain the high level 

of agreement they obtain when considering the most important matters in the country. 

 In all the legislatures, half of the deputies are veteran and the other half are 

inexperienced, as it is shown in chart number 1 below. There is not an agreement among 

specialists about the ideal percentage of continuity and renewal. In my opinion, the fact 

that there is renewal or continuity to some extent may be a fair average that maintains 

the balance in the parliamentary institution. We agree with Linz when he says that 

continuity1 is positive because it makes easier the following aspects: the learning of the 

new deputies, the cooperation between the deputies searching for an agreement, a 

greater knowledge on the side of the voters, of the interest groups and the leaders of any 

kind of organizations. It is also unquestionable that institutions need to modernize 

themselves, to be open to society, facilitating the movement of elites, except when the 

renewal average is excessive. Extreme and excesses are far away from prudence, a 

fundamental virtue in politics. 

 

Chart 1. Deputies that repeat in each legislation 

 

LEGISLATIONS DEPUTIES THAT 

REPEAT 

II 29 (48%) 

III 30 (50%) 

  

IV 30 (50%) 

V 32 (53%) 

        Source2 

 
                                                 
1 The continuity rate is the quantity of deputies that repeat in each legislature. This average verifies the 
renewal one (the quantity of new deputies who are present in each legislature over the total of the 
deputies of the chamber). 
2 All the charts that appear in this essay have been elaborated by the authors. 
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 28 deputies are during two legislatures in Parliament, 18 remain in the Chamber 

for three legislatures, 8 are four legislatures and 4 during the five legislatures which 

have gone by since the Chamber started to work. These people can be named: Augusto 

Brito Soto (PSC), José Antonio García Déniz (PSC), Antonio Sanjuán Hernández (CC) 

y Esteban Bethencourt Gámez (CC), two socialists and two nationalists. 

 We do not have enough information of 30 deputies of the first legislature, since 

they do not appear in the documents which are kept in the Chamber. As a result, this 

universe is reduced to 174 deputies, except the total number of deputies (205) and the 

amount of them who repeat one or several legislatures. However, we have information 

of 85 percent of the deputies, which is enough for our research. The information which 

appears in the basic files are the following: date and birth place, job, other public 

previous jobs, political parties public offices, parliamentary public offices and 

parliamentary groups to which they belong. We will try to get that information about 

those 30 deputies.  

 32 substitutions have been done and 3 deaths have taken place, which reveals that 

the deputies have great stability during their legislation term, that is, four years. They 

usually come from political parties, once they have been in other lower jobs inside the 

institutions, “puestos de confianza” (a position of trust) and “de libre designación” 

(without taking a competitive exam). Referring to the importance of those “public 

offices de confianza”, we should remark the fact that they influence the daily 

administration in the institutions, not only from the technical point of view but also 

from a political perspective. Politicians can also return to the “cargo de confianza de 

libre designación” although they have occupied an elect public office. 

 This empirical research and its theoretical approach are related and dependent 

aspects; the theory is based on information extracted from reality itself. What theoretical 

approach? The democratic perspective of the theory of the elites and social classes. In 

the Parliament of the Canaries we may find a political elite, that is, a minority of people 

who share power, the connections to certain functions, interests, values, social prestige, 

affiliation groups and other things, even above ideologies. What’s more, these people 

have the best jobs of the power institutional structure and they also have several 

characteristics in common. They develop their activities in a classical and democratic 

society. There is a clear connection between the political position they occupy and the 

structural factors of the environment such as the social class, the socioeconomic status, 

academic level, job, age, sex, habitat and so on. In this way, we have taken the concept 
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of political elite mainly from the descriptive and institutional point of view. It just 

belongs to the political elite the one who is part of the representative institutions and 

government. 

 Pluralism denounces the economic, social differences together with the 

knowledge, the information and cognitive capacity of the democratic systems. A 

relationship is established between what we have already mentioned and the distribution 

of the political power. It also refers to the problems of compatibility that exists between 

the social differences and the political equality. However, it does not follow the cruelty 

of the Marxist doctrine that talked about the problems of control and coercion but it is 

closer to the “neocorporativista”3 thesis. 

 Later on, we will find out more important matters about the politicians of the 

Canaries: how they are, how they think, how they behave, what are the interests that 

move them, what they do and why they do it, what are the privileges they have because 

of their power and so on. These types of researches help us to analyse different 

perspectives. Firstly, it gives us a closer view to the roots of the political action and 

shows some of the fundamental mechanisms of the political life of the period we study. 

Secondly, it helps us to understand the society through the analysis of notable groups, as 

in the case of the elites, which have a higher participation when making decisions. 

 

 2.2. Methodology 

 

 In order to study the political elites we may use different methods to obtain 

information and several techniques to analyse them. This research is original, 

monographic, recent, of a theoretical and empirical nature and it also has a comparative 

and related nature, by generally using primary sources. The instruments we have used 

are files of all of them and each one of the politicians, which includes their personal, 

sociopolitical and sociodemographic information, analysing them with the help of a 

computer programme called SPSS, which allows us to find out the “análisis 

multivariables”. Logically, after that, we would compare the official information 

coming from the Parliament of the Canaries with the information coming from other 

sources (the Sociological Investigations Centre, the CIRES, the FOESSA Foundation, 

the Social Changes Centre, the Statistics National Institute, the Institute of Statistics of 

                                                 
3 Dahl, R.: La democracia y sus críticos, p. 388. 
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the Canaries, the Woman Institute, the Youth Institute, and so on), and with documents 

from the press and the testimony of expert people, bibliography and specialist 

magazines, particularly those that refer to other empirical studies about the political 

elites. 

 Finally, the epistemological approach we defend, helps us to explain the social 

reality, to understand the action of the politicians and change reality. So, it is important 

that the research should be useful and that citizens may judge the finds of the analysis to 

orientate themselves in a better way in their social context, and fulfil their civic duties in 

a democratic society.  

 The following stage of the research consisted in analysing the information to get to 

the right conclusions. We have also made “cruces de variables” (variables crosses) to 

check which were the statistical positive connections between them. 

 

 2. THE POLITICAL SETTING OF THE CANARY ISLANDS. 

 

 The election system of the Canaries is based on the “representación 

proporcional” (proportional representation), according to the statute of autonomy of the 

Canary Islands. The number of deputies will not be less than fifty and higher than 

seventy and it has seven electoral districts (“circunscripciones”), one per each of the 

islands of El Hierro, Fuerteventura, Gran Canaria, La Gomera, Lanzarote, La Palma and 

Tenerife. In 1982, the UCD deputies created an election system based on a triple 

balance or parity with the deputies from the PSOE: between islands, provinces (Las 

Palmas and Santa Cruz de Tenerife) and between the capital islands (Gran Canaria and 

Tenerife). It was agreed that the number of deputies of the chamber would be 60. The 

distribution of the parliamentary seats (“parliamentary seats”) per islands is the 

following: 

 

Chart 2. Composition of the Parliament of the Canaries 

 

Tenerife:                                           15 

deputies 

Gran Canaria:                                   15 

deputies 
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Lanzarote:                                           8 

deputies 

La Palma:                                            8 

deputies 

Fuerteventura:                                     7 

deputies 

La Gomera:                                         4 

deputies 

El Hierro:                                            3 

deputies 

Total of deputies            60 

 

 There is a double “cláusula de barrera electoral”: 3 percent of the valid votes 

which are extracted from the Archipelago or the 20 percent of the valid votes in every 

island (after the reform of the statutes, the marks are between 6 percent and 30 percent 

respectively). A regional deputy from El Hierro is chosen with nearly a thousand and 

five hundred votes, whereas another deputy from the capital islands has to be elected 

with twenty or twenty-five thousand votes. Consequently, it is not strange that this 

electoral system is condemned not only by the population but also by politicians 

themselves, as it is shown in the results of the survey. It is not proportional as it is 

demanded by the statute of autonomy. The disparity that exists varies from 1 to 18.4 To 

prove the dimension of this disparity, we have to mention that in País Vasco it varies 

from 1 to 4 and in Aragón, from 1 to 2.75, which are the communities with the highest 

disparity in Spain. 

 By the Real Decreto-Ley 9/1978, of the 17th of March, the UCD government 

passes the “regimen de autonomía provisional” which should be managed by the Junta 

(committee) of the Canaries, the first organ of government of the archipelago that was 

created on the 14th of April in 1978 in Cañadas del Teide (Tenerife). Alfonso Soriano y 

Benítez de Lugo (UCD) was elected as the first president and Jerónimo Saavedra 

Acevedo (PSOE) as vice president. From the beginning of the “autogobierno” (self-

government), a great ideological and interests division was noticed. 
                                                 
4 “Así, de la comparación de los coeficientes electorales de los distritos menores y mayores de cada 
Comunidad se deduce que el voto de un elector de la isla canaria de El Hierro vale 18 veces el de un 
elector de la de Gran Canaria...”  (Montero, J. R., Llera, F. J. Y Torcal, M.: “Sistemas electorales en 
España: una recapitulación”, in REIS nº 58, 1992, pp. 7-56; chapter 12, pp. 34-35-36). 
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 UCD was the ruling political party in the archipelago from 1978 to 1982. The 

presidents of the Junta of the Canaries, Fernando Bergasa Perdomo (twice), Vicente 

Álvarez Pedreira and Francisco Ucelay Sabina belonged to this association. One of the 

problems that was discussed for quite a long time was the access to the autonomy 

through the article number 151 (the direct way to autonomy) or 143 (a more limited 

autonomy with the possibility to enlarge competences through a reform of the statute 

five years later). There was a general agreement between the political parties in favour 

of the first option. However, the autonomous agreements between UCD and PSOE of 

the 30th of June in 1981 established the access to the autonomy that appeared in the 

article number 143 for all the Spanish autonomies which were not autonomous yet. 

 Another big pre-autonomous problem was the preparation of the Statute of 

Autonomy due to the discussion about the location of the head offices of the 

autonomous institutions and about the electoral system of the Parliament of the 

Canaries. In December in 1982, an assembly of “Consejeros de Mancomunidades” and 

of the elected deputies and Senators in the Canaries, designated the members of the 

provisional Parliament, with the proposal of the political organizations and according to 

the results of the Legislative Elections of the 28th of October (taking into account the 

electoral results of the Chamber of deputies). This provisional Parliament chose 

Jerónimo Saavedra Acevedo, of the PSC-PSOE, as the president of the provisional 

Government of the Canaries. 

 Changes in the electoral system of the Canaries have been proposed, not only 

about  proportionality but also about the electoral lists. However, the changes have been 

always defended by the political parties when they have been in the opposition, not 

when they were inside the Government. 

 The first regional elections took place in 1983. The PSC-PSOE got 41.43 percent 

of the votes, which gave them 27 deputies so they only needed 4 parliamentary seats to 

get the absolute majority. For this reason, they had to make a pact with the left-wing 

political parties (PCC, PRC and AM) the “Pacto de progreso”(the Progress 

Agreement), which made possible the government of Jerónimo Saavedra as the first 

President of the Government of the Canaries. ATI (“insularistas de Tenerife”) directed a 

very effective campaign against it, presenting it as an obedient Government only for the 

interests of Gran Canaria. They also said that it went against their basic conceptions in 

the Ley de Aguas and the Ley de Régimen Jurídico de las Administraciones Públicas de 

Canarias (known as the Ley de Cabildos). 
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Chart 3. Regional electoral results 

 

 PSC- 

PSOE 

AP-PP UCD- 

CDS 

ICU- 

ICAN 

AIC AM AHI 

1983 41,43% 29% 7,19% 4,41%  0,98% 0,17% 

Parliamentary 

seats 

27 17 6 1 2 3 1 

1987 28,02% 11,26% 19,63% 6,14% 20,16% 0,82% 0,21% 

Parliamentary 

seats 

21 6 13 2 11 3 2 

1991 33,28% 12,93% 14,52% 12,32% 22,87% 0,71% 0,22% 

Parliamentary 

seats 

23 6 7 5 16 2 1 

 PSC PP  IUC CC   

1995 22,95% 30,89% 0,67% 5,07% 32,61%  0,26% 

Parliamentary 

seats 

16 18   21  1 

1999 24,03% 27,14% 0,54% 2,74% 36,93%  0,33% 

Parliamentary 

seats 

19 14   24  2 

 

OTHER POLITICAL ASSOCIATIONS WHICH OBTAINED PARLIAMENTARY 

SEATS 

1983= CNC: 8 % (1 parliamentary seat); UPC-AC: 8,29% (2 parliamentary seats). 

1987= AC-INC: 6,95% (2 parliamentary seats). 

1995= PCN: 2,98% (4 parliamentary seats). 

 

 However, in the regional elections of 1987 it got the first place again, getting the 

28.01 percent of the votes, though it only obtained 21 deputies. The CDS created their 

government with the support of the “insularistas” of AIC and AHI, and AP as well, 

being the President Fernando Fernández. The Gran Canaria argument in favour of its 

University divided the members of the agreement, particularly due to the opposition of 
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ATI to such a claim. Because of the crisis, Fernández subjected himself to a “cuestión 

de confianza” (a matter of confidence) and he lost it since he did not have the support of 

ATI. Then he was substituted by his colleague Lorenzo Olarte Cullen on the 28th of 

December in 1988, who surprisingly had the same parliamentary votes.  

 Olarte succeeded in passing the “Ley de Reorganización Universitaria”, a free 

way to create the University of Gran Canaria. This fact gave him much electoral 

support. During this legislation, the two AHI deputies started to establish several 

conditions for their parliamentary support to the Government. The population of the 

Canaries was angry with this political party since they had a few parliamentary seats, 

few votes to get them and the magnitude of their plans. 

After the elections in 1991, Jerónimo Saavedra Acevedo (PSOE) sets up 

Government with the support of AIC and AHI. However, in 1993, AIC, ICAN, CCI, 

AM and AHI, which agreed with CC -created in the same year-, set out a “moción de 

censura” (a vote of censure) and Parliament appoints as President of the Government of 

the Canaries to the other candidate, Manuel Hermoso Rojas from AIC.  

 As far as AIC is concerned, we can say that it was a auto-censure because until 

that moment, it supported and was part of the Government. The only deputie of AHI 

established a new condition to the parliamentary support of the Government, but it was 

not so successful this time, though the other “insularistas” had already noticed that 

putting the Government under pressure was profitable.  

 “Coalición Canaria”, which joined AIC, CCN, ICAN and AM, is created in 

1993 with the immediate intention to get into the general elections that year. CC joins 

different political organizations in origin and ideology. These come from the different 

islands and they want to destroy the “insularismo”. AIC and CCN come from CDS 

shipwreck, which was deeply rooted in the archipelago; ICAN is the sum of communists 

and assembly members from Gran Canaria; and AM is a nationalist left-wing political 

party of Fuerteventura. Ideologically, the combination of these political parties in CC, 

with different ideas, has created an ambiguous ideology, “centrista” (centrist) and 

“insularista” (insular), more than nationalist. Pragmatism is the predominant tone more 

than a nationalist ideology. They knew that they will never get anything if they were 

separated. In contrast, together with the support of the PP, they have always controlled 

the Government of the Canaries with “mayorías minoritarias” (minority majorities).  

After the regional and local elections in May, 1995, CC and PP win and they pact 

the new Government of the Canaries, which is represented by Manuel Hermoso Rojas 
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from AIC (CC). But in Gran Canaria they still felt the comparative grievance 

concerning the needed political, administrative and investments balance. Gran Canaria 

political party ( ATI’s replica) called the citizens of this island from time to time to 

show their rejection agaisnt the dispossession.  

On the other hand, the negotiations of the Régimen Económico and Fiscal (REF) 

of the Canaries between the kingdom of Spain and the European Community faced CC 

and PP, with the budget cuts that the PP considered as inevitable. This problem with the 

EC caused the resignation in 1985 of the President, the socialist Jerónimo Saavedra, so 

it was thought that the story will be repeated again.       

Lately the partners of CC decide to turn the coalition into a federation of political 

parties which would be the precedent of a unique nationalist regional political party. 

The key question is still the same. They wonder if CC could become a unique political 

party or on the contrary, it will break up as it has happened with other regional political 

parties. The chart shows the results of the four regional elections in terms of percentages 

of votes and its translation in parliamentary seats. The nationalist feeling is important in 

the islands: 25 percent of the population call themselves nationalist and they feel more 

Canarian than Spanish or just Canarian. This circunstance is taken, extolled and 

promoted by CC.  

During the 5th Legislation, which begins in 1999, CC and PP sets up Government, 

leaving PSC-PSOE in the opposition. When they practically were in the middle of the 

Legislation, CC decides to govern in minority with the parliamentary support of the PP. 

Then, all the city councillors of this political party decided to leave the Government. 

To end with this section, we need to clarify some fundamental aspects of the 

current political situation in the Canaries for the reader. A “tripartito” (tripartite) 

system has been created after the regional elections in 1995, where the CC, PP and 

PSOE prevail. The parties system is organized around three axis: the right-left, the 

centre-periphery axis and the axis among the islands, between the centre islands or 

between the centre and periphery islands as well. The first one is the ideological axis, 

the second is the one that separates the state political parties from those of the Canaries, 

and the third is that one which has created historic phenomena such as the insular 

argument (between Gran Canaria and Tenerife) or the “insularismo”, where the 

particular interests of every island are the most important thing, being the greatest the 

case of ATI (Tenerife). In the Canaries the right-wing is divided and may be found in 
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the PP, CC (AIC, CCN), Unión Canaria-FNC and other minor associations. The left- 

wing is also scattered in CC (ICAN), PSOE, IUC and other testimonial organizations. 

 

3. SOCIODEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE 

 

3.1. Deputies age 

The age average of the deputies when they accede to Parliament is 42. We can 

talk about an institution composed by people with a political, intellectual and 

professional maturity to hold such an institutional public office. 53 percent  (around 174 

deputies, those we have records on) were between 36 and 50 years old when they 

acceded to public office.  

 

3.2. Deputies sex 

 During the two first legislations, the Chamber had only one woman, the socialist 

María Dolores Palliser Díaz, who also was a city councillor of the Government of the 

Canaries. In the third legislation we find 4 women (7 percent of 60 deputies): 3 from 

PSOE and 1 from AIC. In the fourth legislation we have 8 (13%): 3 from PP, 2 from 

PSOE, 2 from PCN and 1 from CC. In the fifth Legislation the women’s number comes 

to 19 (32%): 7 from PSOE, 6 from PP, 5 from CC and 1 from AHI. 32 percent of the 

female representation situates us in a decent place though in relative terms. The 

evolution of the female presence in the Spanish legislative assembly shows a slow but 

constant increase of the women’s percentage which goes from 6.3% in the first 

legislation to 24.3 % in the last one (1996). This tendency is also repeated in the 

European legislative assemblies and also in the regional ones, but is slower in the 

executives and it is almost stuck in the local administration. What’s more, in the last 

Government of the Canaries, there was not a single woman. 

Women’s presence in public offices is usually scarce, taking into account the 

investigations made in other countries5. The possibilities to demand a “paritaria” 

                                                 
5 See as an example the information of the record made by the Unión Interparlamentaria:  Distribución 
de los  escaños entre los hombres y las mujeres en los Parlamentos Nacionales, y Las mujeres y el poder 
político. Encuesta realizada en los 150 parlamentos nacionales existentes al 31 de octubre de 1991. 
Published by the Diputes Congress. Madrid, 1992. In the same way, in the comparative chart of the 
women’s percentage who occupied the Parliaments of the fifteen countries of the European Community, 
it can be seen that it varies from 5.7% in the Greece Parliament (1993) to 40% in the Swedish one (1994). 
As far as the Governments of the EC is concerned, the female presence ranges from 3.9% in Greece to 
50% in Sweeden (1994). In 1996 Spain has 26.6% women in the executive. (Source: Red de expertas 
europeas, Women in Decision-Making.Quoted by Uriarte, Edurne: “Las mujeres en las elites políticas”, in 
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(equality) democracy in Spain seem to be far away. The left-wing has already started to 

include women but the right-wing, has given an important step in the last year with 

Aznar as leader. The lack of  equality before the law is what generates legal insecurity 

and makes so severe the discrimination in any political system, even more in a 

democracy that proclaims the equality in its Constitution as one of the fundamental 

rights.  

 

3.3. Birthplace of the deputies 

As we may observe in chart number 4, the two central islands and the two 

provinces keep a certain “parity”; the majority of the deputies of Gran Canaria were 

born in the capital city, and those from Tenerife come from the metropolitan area of 

Santa Cruz-La Laguna. What is surprising is the high number of deputies who were 

born in Lanzarote. Almost all the legislators were born in the archipelago and only nine 

of them are from the mainland of Spain. We do not have information of 61 deputies 

since it was omitted in the files of the Parliament.   

 

Chart 4. Birthplace of the deputies per island 

Gran Canaria 32 (20 from Las Palmas de Gran Canaria) 

Tenerife 34 (18 from Santa Cruz and 8 from La 

Laguna) 

La Palma 18 (5 from Santa Cruz and 4 from Los Llanos 

A.) 

Lanzarote 26 (19 from Arrecife) 

Fuerteventura 11 (5 from Puerto del Rosario) 

La Gomera 9 (4 from San Sebastián de La Gomera) 

El Hierro 5 (2 from Valverde) 

Mainland 9 

 

The great majority of the Right Honorable members were born and have their 

residence in the island, reason for which they applied for the candidature.  

                                                                                                                                               
Uriarte, E. and Elizondo, A. (coords.): Mujeres en política. Ariel. Barcelona, 1997, pp. 57-58). Robert D. 
Putnam states that “women are the most underrepresented group in the political elites of the world” (las 
mujeres son el grupo más infrarrepresentado en las elites políticas del mundo). (Putnam, R. D.: The 
Comparative Study of Political Elites. Englewood Cliffs (Nueva Jersey), Prentice Hall, 1976, p. 32).  
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3.4. Academic education of the deputies  

The level of education of the deputies is high: 58 percent (about 174 deputies) has 

a superior University degree (16 of them with the degree of Doctor), 32 percent has a 

middle University degree, and only 8 percent has just secondary education and 2 percent 

with a professional training education. If we add up the two groups who have studied at 

University, we will have 90 percent deputies who have a university degree. As it may be 

observed, their academic recognition is very high. Many researches about political elites 

have shown that there is a connection between a good education and elite positions and 

in the same way, the level of education is influenced by the social class, that is, by the 

family economic power. Official statistics show that without economic means, a 

university degree cannot be obtained.  

 

3.5. The profession of deputies 

 

The government employees are the most numerous, followed by lawyers, primary 

education teachers, businessmen and university teachers. The importance of the 

government employees makes us think about a “tecnificación” of the parliamentary 

elite under a bureaucratization of itself. This happens in all the political forces. A 

political party cannot do anything without the collaboration of professionals to the 

service of the Administration. If we sum all the categories of teachers, they are the most 

numerous of the chamber (34%). Jurists also have a lot of representatives in the 

institution. This is a constant feature in all the democratic Parliaments in the world. 

Businessmen get a number we have to highlight. It may be observed that the great 

majority of the professions that appear in the chart are coveted and minority in society. 

Liberal professions are 34 percent of the representatives. In conclusion, only a social 

minority can obtain the official academic degrees that authorize them for the 

management of such professions. It means that the political parties canalize the interests 

and ideas of that social minority. These interests and ideas are expressed in the 

legislative production and in the composition of the Parliament of the Canaries.  

When we observe the pre-eminence of the government employees and other 

highly qualified technicians among the deputies, we feel the temptation to call them 

technocrats, but such a concept entails a lot of difficulties. According to the R. A. E. 

Dictionary of the Language, a technocrat is a “technician or an expert person in matters 
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of economy, administration, etc., who practice his public office with a tendency to look 

for efficient solutions over any other ideological o political considerations”.  

 

Chart 5. Profession of deputies  

PROFESSION Nº OF DEPUTIES % OF DEPUTIES 

Government employee 37 21% 

Lawyer 29 17% 

Primary education teacher 26 15% 

Businessman 23 13% 

University teacher 20  11% 

Doctor  10 6% 

Secondary education 

teacher 

8 5% 

Technical industrial 

engineer 

7 4% 

Engineer 6 3% 

Professional training 

teacher 

4 3% 

Architect 3 2% 

Pharmacist 3 2% 

Merchant navy captain 3 2% 

Degree in Social matters 3 2% 

Others 14 8% 

 

In the Diccionario de Política, Fisichella (1982: 1606)6 starts with his entry about 

the   technocracy and he affirms that it is an ambiguous term not only for the identity of 

the actors but also for the historic range of the phenomenon, the nature of its knowledge 

and its social place. Do they constitute a professional category, a social group or a new 

social class? We have to analyse this concept from three points of view: historic, 

structural and functional. Fisichella states that this is a phenomenon which can be 

observed in the industrially developed contemporaneous societies. It is based not only in 

                                                 
6 Fisichella, Domenico (1982): “Tecnocracia”, in Bobbio, N. and Matteuci, N.: Diccionario de Política. 
Siglo XXI. Madrid, pp. 1606-1609. 
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the control of structures but also with property and it is a “generalista”, unlike the term 

“specialist”. It deals with expert technicians who have a domain over nature, who 

perform a public office; experts that are “despolitizados” (not involved in politics), who 

occupy the place of politicians to make decisions based on scientific calculations and 

predictions, preventing the action of politicians who take decisions we have been called 

“discrecionales”. Nevertheless, we know that there is a technocratic ideology, mainly 

based on the ambiguity of ideas and in the “despolitización” of politics, that is,  the 

abolition of the political dimension of power in the interest of the 

“tecnoadministrativa” conception of the taking of decisions.  According to Fisichella, 

the technocrats have a “concepción de la política como reino de la incompetencia, de la 

corrupción y del particularismo, el tema del desinterés de las masas por la res publica 

con la consiguiente professionalización del decision-making, las tesis de la decadencia 

de las ideologías políticas y su sustitución por una especie de koiné tecnológica”.7 If we 

follow Fisichella’s approach, in order to affirm that there is a technocratic group among 

our parliamentary elite, we should ask our deputies if they agree with this affirmation, 

since it does not only refer to a historic, structural and functional concept but mainly 

ideological. This is an aspect we should define in a precise way in the following phase 

of this research.  

The sum of deputies that appear in chart number 5 is higher than 174 (the universe 

of deputies we have information of) and the percentages are over 100 percent due to the 

fact that some deputies have several professions. The commonest situations are 

perfomed by those deputies who have the condition of government employee and a 

lawyer, government employee and doctor, teacher and doctor or teacher and lawyer. 

The Law degree and the taking of public competitive examinations and selection 

examinations constitute two common ways of the political elites to get to power: 17 

percent (29 legislators) have a degree in Law and 55 percent (95 deputies) work at the 

service of the public administrations, as government employee, teacher, doctor, and so 

on. 47 percent (81 deputies) works for the private sector and only 3 percent (6 deputies) 

works in a private company.  We should observe how exiguous is the percentage of 

workers and employees who have been in the chamber in twenty years of political 

autonomy. No doubt, this is a singular fact, which has to be highlighted in this research. 

                                                 
7 Ibídem, p. 1609.  
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3.6. The popular social classes, “infrarrepresentadas” (not represented) in 

Parliament 

 

Our parliamentary elite has such a nature that confirms the law of Putnam 

(1976:33) called “ley de desproporción creciente”. “Esta ley señala que cuanto más alto 

sea el nivel de autoridad política habrá más personas que pertenezcan a grupos que 

tengan una posición alta en la estructura social (...) puntúan más alto en las escalas de 

prestigio, riqueza, salarios; es decir, que tienen una posición socioeconómica 

privilegiada, por encima del resto de personas”, as it is mentioned by Coller (1999: 

195). Despite the fact that the popular social classes are the most numerous in the 

population of the Canaries (70 percent according to the Statistics Institute of the 

Canaries in 1996), their representation is scarce. This affirmation is endorsed by the 

information that referred to the education and profession we have been looking at.  The 

only social stratum that can show those percentages are the upper-middle and upper 

ones, that is, the privileged social classes. In the Canary Islands, 69 percent of the 

higher degrees is hold by 9 percent of society, it means, the  well-off minority that could 

make the necessary educational investment to have the most prestigious professions. 

Those jobs which are highly profitable and provide considerable income, and lead them 

to the access to power as well. In contrast, 70 percent of the population of the Canaries ( 

lower-middle and lower class strata) only has 11 percent of the higher degrees.  

The “sobrerrepresentación” of the privileged social classes, university people,  

government employees, teachers, liberal professionals, businessmen, etc., verifies the 

“ley de desproporción creciente” set out by Putnam. 

 

4. Other public offices performed by deputies 

 

Taking into account chart number 6 it may be deduced that deputies have 

developed an upward political career with a series of stages. In some cases, the deputies 

come from a superior institution such as the Cortes Generales (legislative assembly), 

the Government of Spain or similar. During the five legislations that have occurred in 

the last twenty years (those of the existence of the Parliament of the Canaries), the 

political elite has been flowing in the management of the party, the public offices and 

the so-called “oficios de confianza”, inside the political party or in the public 

Administration. To that extend, 114 deputies (66 percent, that is, a two third qualified 
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majority) belong to the management of their political parties. It is quite a common 

feature that the future deputies of the Canaries are directly appointed as candidates by 

the management of the party (52%) and, or start their “meritocrática” political career 

by acquiring political experience as city councillors or mayors (they represent 63 

percent of the deputies). When selecting the candidates, the political parties chose 

people with professional competency, political experience and “militancia de partido” 

as well. The sum of deputies that appears in chart number 6 is higher than 174 and the 

percentages go beyond 100% due to the fact that some deputies have occupied more 

than one public office throughout their political career.  

 

Tabla 6. Other public offices performed by deputies 

PUBLIC OFFICE Nº OF DEPUTIES % OF DEPUTIES 

Councillor 46 26% 

Councillor of the Town Council  39 22% 

Mayor 27 15% 

Councillor of the Government of the 

Canaries 

25 14% 

Senator 13 7% 

President of the Town Council  12 7% 

Vice councillor of the Government of the 

Canaries 

8 5% 

General director of the Government of the 

Canaries 

7 4% 

Deputy in the Legislative assembly 7 4% 

President of the Government of the 

Canaries 

6 3% 

Vice president of the Government of the 

Canaries 

5 3% 

Other national public offices 6 3% 

Other public offices in the Canaries 3 2% 

 

In the following phase of this research, we will also deal with the political career 

of their señorías: exclusive selection and recruitment mechanisms, personal connections 
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with the executive power, political opinions, the role they have, institutionalization and 

the political level of achievement of Parliament, and so on.  

 

Conclusions 

 
The political elite has always been criticised because it is highly homogeneous. It 

is also apart from society and it belongs to the privileged social classes. It is almost 

entirely male and it is composed by a high percentage of government employees and 

jurists. The discussion about the equality of opportunities has also been very common in 

this ambit, since it is obvious, for the analysis we have been making throughout this 

dissertation that only a minority has access to the positions of power. However, 

criticisms have not varied these characteristics, since they obey to sociological factors 

which respond to structural, functional, professional logics and certain institutions.  

In this dissertation we would like to underline the continuity of these permanent 

features in the political elite of the Canarian Parliament. We are not  just going to verify 

the obvious oligarchy, the presence of a select minority of leaders in the management of 

the political parties and the public institutions. We would also empathize the 

progressive professionalization of this elite and the inequality of opportunities when 

getting to the top of power. Weber has already stated the appearance of professional 

politicians and bureaucrats caused by the increasing division of labour that goes 

together with the development of the Modern State. Weber was not the only one to see 

the phenomenon: Mosca, Pareto, Michels, Lenin, Schumpeter and Easton, among 

others, have highlighted the professionalization of the political tasks, because it is 

absolutely necessary to have competent people with experience in the technical and 

political field. In fact, the most numerous professional group in the Parliament of the 

islands is that one composed by government employees, followed by lawyers. 55 

percent of the deputies works at the service of the public administrations.  

The political parties have had to organise, recruit and form professionals. Even the 

left parties when they become government parties, enlist more professionals in politics 

than employees or workers, by functional effectiveness. Demonstration: 90 percent of 

the deputies of the Canaries has a university degree, typical professions of the elites, 

belong to the management of the political parties and have made a political career in the 

same party and-or local public offices.  The teaching institutions that educate the 

Spanish elite in general (not only politicians and government employees) are the 
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universities. If a politician occupies a very important public office, surely he has studied 

in an outstanding university, national or foreign. In contrast, in France, the most 

important teaching institutions where the elites are educated are ENA and Sciences-Po, 

which are specializing centres in training bureaucrats and politicians. The political 

parties cannot be managed by anybody who devote to politics without specializing in it, 

as though they were educated amateurs. Politics is becoming more complex so it needs 

professional men and women with political experience and extends knowledge.  

All this means that politic is a sphere which is becoming less accessible and open 

to the popular social classes since it is reserved to the professionals themselves, that is, 

to those people who are able to cope with the professional politicians of other political 

parties. All these politic professionals live “for” and “of” politics. No doubt, our 

parliamentary elite conf Cabildo irms the “ley de desproporción creciente” (Putnam). 

Although the popular social classes are the most numerous of the population of the 

Canaries (70%), their presence in the Parliament of the Canaries is very exiguous, in the 

interest of a select minority that is (not represented) “sobrerrepresentada”. What’s 

more, we should highlight that the inequality of opportunities is even more severe for 

some social groups, particularly women and youth of the middle class. It does not 

matter the ideology preached by the political party of the moment. 
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ACRONYMS GLOSSARY 

 
PSOE: Partido Socialista Obrero Español 
AP: Alianza Popular 
PP: Partido Popular 
PDP: Partido Demócrata Popular 
UL: Unión Liberal 
UCD: Unión de Centro Democrático 
UCC: Unión Canaria de Centro 
CDS: Centro Democrático y Social 
CCI:  Centro Canario Independiente 
CCN: Centro Canario Nacionalista 
UPC: Unión del Pueblo Canario 
AV: Asamblea de Vecinos 
AC: Asamblea Canaria 
INC: Izquierda Nacionalista Canaria 
ACN: Asamblea Canaria Nacionalista 
PCC: Partido Comunista de Canarias 
ICU: Izquierda Canaria Unida 
ICAN: Iniciativa Canaria 
IUC: Izquierda Unida Canaria 
RA: Roque Aguayro 
PP: Partido Popular 
IGC: Independientes de Gran Canaria (AIC). 
PPC: Partido del País Canario 
PCL: Partido Canario Liberal 
PNC: Partido Nacionalista Canario 
CNC: Convergencia Nacionalista Canaria 
AIC: Agrupaciones Independientes de Canarias  
ATI: Agrupación Tinerfeña de Independientes 
AIL: Asociación Independiente de Lanzarote 
AGI: Agrupación Gomera Independiente 
AHI: Agrupación Herreña Independiente 
CC: Coalición Canaria 
PCN: Plataforma Canaria Nacionalista 

 
 

 

 

 


